
Michael Blake Article  

Michael Blake is just one of the extraordinary and remarkable employees here 

at CABVI. His courage, strength and heart of gold have left lasting effects on 

employees, while his optimistic attitude is contagious to those who are privileged to 

meet and know him.  

Michael began receiving his services through CABVI in 1997. A graduate of 

Mohawk Valley Community College in the Graphic Design and Communications 

program, Michael began his amazing journey in the purchasing department before 

moving on to the shipping department, where he packaged  gloves and worked his way 

to the warehouse.  

Staff members in the warehouse saw Michael’s high quality of work and 

presented his graphic arts work to the sales and customer service team. In his 

customer service experience, Michael grew and developed skills and advanced his 

development.  

Two years ago Michael was promoted to product expediter, which presented 

him with new and exciting challenges. He is responsible for office supplies, cleaning 

lines, tableware and chemicals. “My main role is to make sure that products meet 

requirements and to positively grow employment as well as cost and sale items” says 

Michael. 

Being in the sales department currently, Michael is involved in new bid 

searches, participating in his bids and contracting. “What we love most about Michael 

is his receptiveness and willingness to take on any challenge and dive into it head 

first” says Katie Humphrey’s, Director of Marketing and Product Management at CABVI.  



Jessica Watson, Director of Services and Product Development for CABVI, adds 

that “Michael is the living embodiment of CABVI. He has a heart of gold and is always 

the life of the department downstairs.”  

“His humor and personality seem to light up the room wherever he is. He has 

the most phenomenal work ethic despite being legally blind” says Katie.  “He doesn’t 

let his disability stop him.” 

Perhaps his most amazing accomplishment thus far has been graduating from 

the Business Management Program through National Industries for the Blind (NIB). The 

Business Management Program is a four year program condensed into one, in which 

only 20 students are selected to participate. Throughout the duration of this course, 

students are transported down to George Mason  University in Virginia where they 

meet five times for a week long, to discuss their capstone project.  

“Our days began at 7:00am and usually lasted until 11:30pm” says Michael. “It 

is an extensive, time consuming program, but I would not change one single thing.” 

“This course teaches you all about business from an MBA level. It covers every single 

topic that you can imagine – from how to start a business to how to become a CEO of a 

business” Michael explains.  

“My team’s capstone project involved partnering up with a sister agency in 

Seattle, Washington to be given the opportunity to discuss what to do with the vacant 

land around their area” Michael says. “There were many late nights and extra hours 

that my team and I would juggle. Between scheduling meeting times, number 

crunching, budgeting analysis, and figuring out when we could all take a break to eat 

together was a lot, but so worth it.”  



“We became a close knit group – kind of like a family” Michael says. “Even the 

professors who taught us – we all learned from each other. We taught them as much as 

they taught us.”  

“Although there were times when it was stressful, it taught me several 

valuable skills that I will never forget.” “I learned how to better communicate, 

increase expectations of myself, and to have more confidence in myself” Michael 

adds. “I did things that I didn’t think I could do.” 

Upon completion of the program, Michael received a special certificate and 

experienced graduation with the CEO of NIB and the Dean of George Mason University. 

“It was a bittersweet ending. We formed relationships with people that we never knew 

and gained so much knowledge and life skills” Michael says.  

“The Business Management Program is basically what you want to get out of it. 

I would absolutely do it all over again in a heartbeat and advise anyone to go. It is an 

experience that I will always treasure” says Michael.  

We congratulate and admire Michael’s hard work, dedication and commitment 

to both his job at CABVI and the Business Management Program. He did an outstanding 

job and is quite the role model for us all.   

  


